U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D C. 20535 


MR WILLIAM J MAXWELL 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 
URBANA, IL 61801 


January 15, 2007 


Subject: BROWN, STERLING ALLEN 
FOlPANo. 1059110-000 


Dear Requester: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 


Section 552 Section 552a 


8(b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

13 (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□(j)(2) 

□(b)(3) 

8(b)(7)(C) 

°(k)(D 


8(b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 


□(b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 


□(b)(7)(F) 

□(k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□(b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 

8(b)(6) 


□(k)(7) 


105 page(s) were reviewed and 104 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

si You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 

□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was 
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other 
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown, 
when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). 
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). 


If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be 
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

3 See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


To minimize costs to both you and the FBI, extra file copies of the same document were not processed. 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 

authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 
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iurderal Stamm of Inooatlgatton 

ftmted Statea Urpartmrnt of itaattc# 

Washington Field Division, 1437 K St., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 


August 14, 1941- 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


[/ j< ^THir -i 

CMAMv 

' \i \ ~l/c a 

• tr ^ v 


RE: STERLING A. HROTO 

INTERNAL SECURITY 
•HATCH ACT 


ATTjEN TXGN : MR. P. E. FGXKORIH 


5^1 


Dear Sir: 


Please he advised that the files of the Washington Field 
Division reflect that the above individual is listed on the mailing 
lists or membership lists of the following organizations: 

Ameri can Peace Mobi lization - Report of Special 
Agent | | dated February 17, 1941, at 

Washington, D. C. - Page 209. 

Washington Committee fo r Democratic A ction - 
Report of Special Agent | | dated 

January 21, 1941, at Washing ton, D. C. - Page 10S. 

Employed - Public Schools. 


vwy troly y(mr8 , 


36f. ,5/f 


S. K. McKEE 

Special Agent in Charge 

;,A ' 7/ 


V/- 7 






GNWsmes 

i m yam 

XU 7 LT" A# 

too - if3fL4 -Z 


October 4* 1941 


wawutnMi fob br. umn r. waaam 
■m unmsr to the attorhbt onaauL 


The Kaahinfton Field DAvisiea Of thi» Bursau boo 
re cel Ted information froa Ahighl^oe^fidentlol source Indi- 
cating that the naae of Sterling A* Brown, who Is reportedly 
employed by the Federal Security Agency at Howard University, 
appears on the active Indices of the ^aerlcsn Peace Mobilisa- 
tion and the tfaahinj?ton Comsdttee for Democratic Action, 

Information received from a confidential informant 
has also been received to the effect that Mr* Brown Is a _ — 
amber of the Communist Party, working directly oat of thp'/ 
National Office ot the^Cowsttnlst Partjjr in Mew fork. The 
person from whoa this information was Secured advised that 
r, Brown did not belong to the Cowwunlet Party in the tie- 
trict of Columbia and did this in an effort to hide Me 
party connection In New fork, 

fcill you kindly advise m at your earliest conven- 
ience whether any investigation should be conducted by this 
Bureau under Public Law No, 135, 77th Congress, 

Very truly yours. 


John fcdgar Hoover 


(W ) * \ n 






K M , ' 






Uumm nf flnuratfijatlan 
ilmtefc §tatea Bepartment of Kuati ce 

Washington, D. C. 

September 19, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: STERLING A. BROWN 
INTERNAL SECURITY- 
HATCH ACT 

Att: Mr. P. E. Foxworth. 

Dear Sirs 

■Reference is made to ray letter dated August 14, 1941 
in the above-entitled matter, wherein I advised that the 
name of STERLING A. BROWN appeared on the mailing lists or 
membership lists of the following: ,, rT , 

. r. 

American Peace Mobilization 

Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 

In reference letter , I further advised yeff that this 
individual was employed in the public school s. Please be 
advised that subsequent in formtion Iras been ascertained 
thawConfidential Informant ! [ has furnished information 

to iSae effect that the above-named individual is a member 
of the working directly out of the National 

Office of the Communist Party in New York. This informant j ( 
further advised the above individual does not belong to the - 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia in an effort to 
hide his party connection in New York. (W.F.Q, 100-2286). • 

You are further advised that subsequent to my reference 
letter,, it ]ras determined that STERLING A. BROWN is an/< 
Assistan t Profe ssor at Howard University, and not employed in 
Th^^Dsjiic $choc$4 previously set out ^ 


i.LI tuil ; 

HtSBN it UHC.y'iii'ii 




Very "truly yours, 

BUREAU OF INVES1 


K 


S."*. MCKEE 
Special Agent 


ftrwcNi oEJustJi 


: ■ ju. XSrauiMUr..: 


-1 

\10>-2286* 

GDKsEDG ' 


ifederal «Oumm of Jnurattgatitm 
Untied states iBepartment of Knsitce 

Washington, D. C. 

September 25, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: STERLING 


kPb ROW 


Dear Sir: . ' 

Please b e advised that I I confidential 

informant, | furnished information to this office to the 

effect that the above named individual is a member of the Com- 
munist Party working directly out of the National Office of th e 
Communist Party in New York. He advised further that this indivi- 
dual does not belong to the Communist Party in Washington, D. C. 
in an effort to hide his party connection. It has further been 
determined that STERLING a. BROWN is an instructor in English at 
Howard University, and resides at 1222 Kearney Street, Northwes t, 
V/a shimrbon. D. C. 


In view of the fact that this individual is a governmen- 
tal employee a separate communication was directed to the Bureau 
under a Hatch Act character requesting authority for investigation . - 
Inasmuch as this was done, the instant case on tills individual in 
the Washington Field Office is being considered closed. 

Very truly yours, 

UUWOMWWN CONTAINS. 

Special Agent in Char ge 

' IE 7 * 

. XyY 27 mi 

CrlV^ X > ,r JdST 



Xr « M > $ /&/ * 


ND-29 


5 100-42#* 

Agent m Char 


Special Agent in Charge 
Washington, w. C. 


Dear Sir: 


October 30, 1941 


STERLING A, BROW 

Howard Unlvwrflty 
Fodaral Sacurity Agency 
Internal Security 
Hatch Act 


1«**U <#’ V' 

yn A/'i 

V A 

— ■ — T t . rv / ^ 


Reference is made to your letter of septeaber 19, 194J 
individual. 


concerning the captioned 


As you are aware, the Bureau has "been specifically directed by Congress to 
institute investigations of Government Employees who are members of subversive 1 ; / 
organizations or who advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government. 

You are directed to institute immediate investigation in conformance with the 
instructions contained in Bureau Bulletin No. 35, First Series, 1941, and forward 
a complete report not later than fifteen days from the receipt of this letter. 

You are specifically instructed to fully develop complete information concerning 
the subject's connections with any "subversive" organizations including his 
present activities and relationship thereto. It is not desired that a detailed 
investigation concerning background and personal history be conducted, but the inquiry, 
should be definitely limited to determining whether or not this individual is engaged y 
in activities inimical to the best interest of this Government. 

In the preparation of the investigative report which will reflect the entire 
investigation, it should be borne in mind that copies may be furnished to other 
Government Agencies. It is therefore incumbent upon you to protect the identity 
of informants or sources of information where such action _is~-qonside red advisable . 
by your office. There should be no reference to custodial detention matters in A 
this report. - — . — - — r — r-r , 

^ i < 

Inasmuch as this investigation is being made at the specific request of Congress 
I will not tolerate any failure to comply in every respect with the instructions 
contained in this letter. ^ 

A railaw of tha Bureau’* files falls to disclose any information other than 
that appearing In your reference letter which may bo of assistance to you in con- 
duoting thl. Inquiry., 

izi&f 'f . ' 


Vi A ! L E O / 

k OCT 30 1941 k 
p. ivi . 

f tOtWAL BURfcMj *JC iNv?..'titAiiUN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF juSMCE 



Very truly yours, 

, tjB, , 


John Edgar Hoover 


m 

• iu 

i‘ 


% 


% 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT WASHINGTON, D. C, 


REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGTON, D. C, 


JT 

, DATE WHEN MADE 

h/i/hz 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

t _ 0 REPORT MADE BY 

M - 1 

: 

TlDrtH/H 1 l-r CHARACTER OF CASE 


FILE NO. 101-1381 


SWR:APM:CSM 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


n ■ 


STERLING ALLEN bROWN U Vy. charade* w ™ 

Associate Professor of English QuX' INTERNAL SECURITY 

Howard University ftaM HATCH ACT 

Federal Security Agency p. — 

M U/W ^ A/ f l j 

►PSIS OF FACTS: v ' S 

STERLING ALLEN BROWN has been employed at the Federal ^ < ' ' 

fzky Security Agency since 1?2<?, and is presently an Asso- 
ciate Professor at Howard University. It is confi- ') ij 
dentially reported that the name of STERLING BROWN 
appears on the active indices of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action and the American 
Peace Mobilization, now known as the American Peoples 
Mobilization. Confidential Informants advised STERLING 
ALLEN BROWN is a member of the Communist Party working 
directly out of the National Office of the Party in New 
\ York, New York, and that he is an outstanding negro 

f \ poets, has spoken concerning negro poetry and pro se — ^ 

/ v„ indiscriminately at all types of organizations. Other ?VX 

/ informants state that there is no indication that BROWN 

is a member of any alleged subversive organization or 
/ ; r advocates the overthrow of the Government. Informant 

{ ' stated BROWN criticized the ^f ickleness and wh ims ey of 

the C ommun ist Party line”. BROWN was interviewed and 
gave a signed statement. ^ fNFOimATION CONTAINED •' P 

J™. ■ H «FaN Y/f 1 

art's Q ft* i-'s-si 


C L,f\. 


REFERENCE: 


Bureau letter dated October 30, lphl, 

REV. 

; REF ’ 1 >>jKV. . A rzJ l-j r / 

r <j. Hi. by — -J) 


it 

.» £ _ c 


r ie! 


APPROVED AND 

FORWARIBk 


. AfflENT 

N CHARGE 


a 


5 - Bureax 


./ d:, 

>ni|Fi|Kr 


DO not WRITE IN THESE SPACj 

f 3 y I ij- 


FILE 


COPIES DESTROYED- 



% 


% 


DETAILS: 


AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 
I. PERSONAL HISTORY 


A. The personnel file at howard university revealed 
that STERLING ALLEN BrOWN was born in Washington, D. C., on May 1, 
1901* he attended Williams College, 1918-22, and obtained a degree 
of BA from that school in 1922. The rile further revealed BhOl'JN 
attended harvard university from 1922-23, obtaining a degree of 
Master of Arts. The file revealed that he presently resides at 
1222 hearney St., N. E. The file indicated that BROWN is a member 
of the League of American .vriters; the American Association of 
r Profe, 


University 


’essors, and the association for Study of wegroLife 


and history. BROWN is a native born American citizen. 


h 


B. The personnel file at howard university revealed 
BLOWN taught at the Virginia seminary and College from 1923 -1926$ 
at Lincoln University, uefferson city, Missouri, 1926^28; and at 
Pisk university, 1928-29* The file revealed that BROWN entered 
on duty at howard university in 1929 and is presently an Associate 
professor of English, at #3,000 pel annum. ^ ^ ^ 


II. BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 




Confidential informant herein designated as | | advised 
that the name of "STERLING BROWN, professor, howard university, 
Washington, D. C.", appears in the active indices of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action. 

Confidential informant advised that the name 
"STERLING BaOWN, 1222 Eearney St., N. E. , Washington, D. C.", 
appears on the indices of the Ame rican Peace Mobilization, now known 
as the .american Peoples Mobilization. 


HI. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 
On March 10, 1942, special Agent 


of 


the Washington Pi eld Division checked the general indices of the 
Dies Committee and noted the following index cards: 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


- 2 - 
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"STERLING BROWN 

’American Stuff’ (Anthology) 

Contributor 

Daily Worker, May 25, 1937, p* 7” 

"STERLING BROWN 
Labor Poets of America 
Speaker 

Daily Worker, January 24 , 1939, p* 7” 

"STERLING BROYi/N 

League of American Writers 
Speaker j NYC 

Daily Worker, Dec* 12, 1936, p.5" 
"STERLING BROWN 


Washington Book Shop 
Member 

Committee file 
1222 Kearney St., N. E., 

Washington, D. C." 

"STERLING BROWN 

American League for P eace and Democracy 
Washington Branch , 

Vice Chairman 
(letterhead 3 / 4 / 39 )" 

"STERLING BROWN 

League of American Writers 

Member, National Board 

(The Bulletin of the League of 

American Writers, p. 12)” 

"STERLING BROWN 

Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
Member 

Committee file 
1222 Kearney, N, E. , 

Washington, D* G* 

(Prof. Howard University)" 


- 3 




" STERLING BROWN 

Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
Sponsor 

(Call to a Conference on Civil Rights, 
April 20-21, 19i*0, p, it)" 


"STERLING A. BROW 
League of American Writers 
Member 

(The Bulletin, Summer 1938, p. h) n 


Confidential Informant f 

^ information to tne 

effecE that -STERLING A>- BROWN is juj gembe r of the Communist Party, work- 
i ng di rect lv ou t-of the, national office of the Communist Party in 
New Yorlu- further advised that tjiis individual does not belong 
to the Communist Party in Washington, EC C,, in an effort to hide his 
party connections, ' 


Confidential Informant 


advised that files in informant’s p ossession reveal a _ 

nota ti on,, on April 30, 193k, that STERLING BROWN, professor *aET. 

Howard University, has been communicating with one ! I 

I I who is RuapgrtjgTTff h affilia- 

tions*. | further advised that the files contain the reference dated 
“May 16, iyzu, that the name of STERLING BROWN, 1222 Kearney, N, E. , 
Washington, •• appears onjife membership Jhe_^^hington 

Book Shop. Informant advised that the files contain a notation ✓w 
'dated on January 6, 1939, that STERLING BROWN was a sponsor of the 
American League for Peace and Democracy Congress* — ' 




- h - 
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( CwA 3 


Ik \ 

V^) 


stated, that BR QWN is an individual who spen ds mo st of . his time^sJtudyit 
and writing arid did not~a|)]rear^d be an individual who would be ^ 
concerning himself with political movements. Informan t advis ed ^ 
'Xhk^/BUt5W 1 s f athe'r'WSs a former dean at Howard University* I 

stated he had no indication that BROWN is a member of any alleged 
subversive organization, and that he had never heard BROWN make any 
statements which would indicata~he -advocated the overthrow of the 
Government by force of arms* 

~~"x\ Confidential informant 

I J I Informant stated BROWN is a poet and as 

suw m ay ha ve contact with Communists er even Nazis through his 
interest in .'pZ^ryjr Trifo'^ contact would’ strictly 

>e confined til £n^int£r esk J-h-UOfit ry , and not any interest of a poli- 
tical nature* Informant stated he believes* Wlfimi is fundamentally ». 
a" substantial individual and good. A%eri c an . citiftSh , **anC^Qg s not 
thihjc BROWN wa s ever connect ea vdth any subversive or radical 

organizations. | R emarked thal^ROlt^’s interests are confined to 

'poetry, arid t hat he ha w ufLen «uoKan~nn negro poetry and literature. 
Informant stated BROWN might have spoken before questionable groups 
but that-'-ljG^fntere^ was confined to an interest in 

the negrb literature and poetry IN 


Confidential informant I I 

| Informant 

stated BROWN had first concerned himself witTf writing poetry concern- 
ing the folk lore ojT the colored people. TnToimantj ^ BROWN -wa-s-* 
advised that in order that his poetry would receive national recognl- 

tion, it would be necessary'To r him to write his poetry concerning 

patters of a social nature. Inf ormaht~'stated BROWN~thereafter 
developed^ a _ view qgls ocial conscious ness an d as a^result' became more 3 
broad^ln his x a , ^S^Sati^ns and undoubte dly '’came in contact irrth people 
Kvith Communist tendencies. Informant stated that he could not say 
that BROWN was aRSember of any alXegtSHImT^^^ — 
that he knew BROWN was alway s in d e mahlflRPs peak cone erningf^ 
prose and poetry. Informant" r eafcr ked" t hat a willing performer 

and accepts all invitations uo sptaRT I I stated he knows that 
BROWN has been much concerned over -speaking to certaih groups, and 

on one occasion, informant stated, SHOWS was, i n.rit-ga-.to spells before 

the National Negro Qo flgresaJ 

7 I Informant 




5v \ ( j > 


v /) . 


- 5 - 










stated that on one occasion BROWN limited his speeches fo a discus 
sion of negro poetry and prose, and ne ver 

any political movemen t. Informant advised that he feels cer^ajp 
that B^O^,jL&,-BQt>-a- r a di cftl (^jr^unistT I f s^aie^he recalls 
specifically hearing BR OWN aitj^isej^ irhimsey 

of.tha-Comiw^ . Informant stated that in his q 

BROWN is a loyal "American who is outstanding as a critic and writer 
of negro literature, and as such is in demand to speak on these topics 
and is unable to make an emphatic refusal when asked to do so* 




Confidential Informant 


lnformaht Stated BKUIIIIN 
has written much reg 


great sympathy for. the 

them. Informant stated BROWN’s poetry cannot be call Communistic / 
arid gaVe no indication that he was sympathetic to the Communist 
Party. Informant advised that during numerous speaking engagements, 
BROWN has come in contact with many ’’movements 11 but i nformant does 
not think he was interested politically in any. | | stated that 

BROWN was said to have spoken in meetings of some organization in 
Carnegie Hall in New York, which meeting, informant advised, was 
reported to be sponsored by the Communist Party. Informant stated 
he inquired of BROWN concerning this meeting, and that BROWN replied 
he did not know whether or not this meeting was sponsored by the 
Communist Party, but even if it were, he, BROWN, was not a Communist* 
Informant advised that BROWN would speak of negro poetry and prose on 
any occasion when he was invited to do so, but that at the present 
time he was more careful since the issues of Communism have been more 
publicized. 



Confidential Informant | | 

| with BROWN in Washington and has never heard him make any 

statements which would indicate he was sympathetic with any alleged 
subversive groups. Informant advised she has heard him on many 
occasions speak about negro art, music, poetry, and folk lore, 

Confidential Informa nt 

Informant advised that at no time 

had sue ever received any indication that BROWN was a member of any 
subversive group or advocated the overthrow of the Government by force \ \ ) 
of arms. 



Confidential Informant 


|of BROWN for several years 



% 


\ 


Informant remarked that 
indication he was a member o: 


v | BROWN nsvar gave any 

any alleged mihrorsi vo. nrgan i zat.i nr 


*4.v*%* * a v * u CtUjrUXiq 

make any allegations that BROWN was not a Xoyi 


nerican. 


Confidential Informant I ladviap H qhe is acquainted 

with BROiiVNj 1 Kearney Str eets 

Informant btaueu him never 'flea^d either BR0>^ | k ake any 

statements which would indicate that they were not loyal Americans , 
or that they are associated with any subversive organization* Infor- 
mant advised that BROWN does not hold any meetings in his home and 
as far as she has been able to observe is a patriotic American citizen* 

IV INTERVIEW WITH '^MTtOYEE 

^arch 31 a 19U2 , STERLING ALLEN BROWN was interv iewed 

by Specia l Agent | | in the presence of Stenographer 

^ Federal Bureau of Investigation, and gave the following signed 

R'fcat.fiTTuarvh . " 


- 7 - 
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Washington, D. C. 

March 31, 1942 

S tateaont Qi m VLtm ILLS I MO WM. made In the i 

land Stenographer! 

tioa. Questions * 1 I 


resemoe of Special Agent 
Federal Bureau of Investi*:? 


y\ a/ 


... HR. B10W, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been charged with the 

duty, by Congress, of Investigating Federal employees who are alleged to J^f\{f/\n/ 
be member b of subversive orgaaTiflt 1 one or who advocate the overthrow of 
the Federal Government, and to report its findings to the Congress. The [a /M 
purpose of this Interview is to afford you an opportunity to answer ques- 
tions concerning alleged activities on your part, and you may make any 
statement that you consider pertinent. 

A. I will be happy to. 

The questions that I an about to ask you may be answered If you so de- 
sire, and a copy of the report of this lave stigat Ion, Including any 
statements you make, will be furnished be the agency that employs you. 

In order that your statement may have particular credence, you will be 
placed under oath.. Do you have amy objection to that? 

A. I have no objection to It. I am curious about the alleged activities. 

I would be happy to talk under oath . 

. will you stand and ralee your right hand., please? Do you solesuily swear 

that the statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole 

truth, and. nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

A. I do. There is one question I would like to ask. If it is a matter of 

uncertainty, I am not going to swear that a point— It is possible in this 

to say thftt at the time 1 don't know this, that, or the other, provided ^< 1 /, 
you get a clear-cut answer on the general business. f 

What Is your home address, please? / 

A. 1222 Kearny Street, B. K. j 

0,. MR. BROWS, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of 
the Rational Hegro Congress? 


A. I have been a member of that, yes. 

<«. Would you care to state the extent of your activities In that connection: 

I A. My membership is one of memy t* legro organisations. When the Hegro Con 
j gress was set up 1 warn behind its purposes 1 was not one of those who 
set it up. When 2 learned of the purposes — I have done a whole lot of 
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joining in the sense of giving two dollar* to eemebody who opmot in. supporting 
SAB things I like t-hl-ag s-l-Ae. I didn’t do any lnveeit|pi.ting of the organisations. 

I was generally a pretty busy parson, wittily homo work. I am anxious to 
write and I am a student of literature and I an a. teacher. 1 joined the 
Negro Congress- because of ay very great lalttsit4a all effort* to help 
thw lot of the American Negro, ai^t that **tf flf . 1 likewise be- , 

long to other :^/ro organisations-rthe National Association for Colored 
People and groups of thnt sort. If X hMre two dollars of* fire dollar* 

I *end it. I have never been active Bj0Mt 'Congress And I hare ' 

never done any Investigating of ftt alleged tie-ax* with subversive ' 

groups . 

Q,. Can you approximate the number of meetings of' the organisation At which 
you have been In attendance? 

a. I have been asked to speak at meetings, largely because. I think, of the 
•uhjeet thnt I have worked a great, deal bn. That M. literature about 
the Hegro and literature by the Negre, and that Si a popular subject with 


that type of group, and 1 spoke at one meeting on thnt in Philadelphia. 

I never attended any of t h es e what you would call the ordlnarj meetings . 

. i iatt~ nBwrw » ' T*K O EoiaQMrt . . piia|;iiigr t ritrn • •saw-tt-*** 


t ^ vtsv eoNssa m 7 r m \ w v * / / 1 ■ •■p. r ■ - 1 — ▼ -- — » WooKi nrr+ rvn 

SAB churoh and (Was asked to read some /poe*o)L The acme of the church I h&v^* ^ 

did so. forgotten. It was a Washington church, t would say my attendance has 

* been very small at those affaire. Only t he** two QftgJi.«g «ind: th * re 
probably were others. I have never~been af*tKe isrporiant meetings of 
policy or anything of that serf. I 4on f t f ff ^ mmnalf to., be en. active 
jneaber _gf that and never did, bit I have contributed and I am probably 
still on the lift. I would probably still give two dollars to this pro- 
gram, that, or the other. 

/ HR. BROWS, are you at the present time if have you ever been n member of 
/ the Washington Committee for Democratic Action? 

^ A. So. 

Have you ever been requested to serve as a sponsor for that organisation? 

A. Ho. Sot that I remember. I have had nothing to do with that organisa- 
tion You see, many of theee organizations after the Dies Committee 
investigation — I did not agree with all oC, the implications that I thought 
were made by the Dies investigation, but I was not going to gamble on 
/ whether this Investigation was true or not. That is, the matter of the 
tie-ups with Communism, etc,, and say attitude on Russia changed with 
several factors. I don't suppose you want that right now. I suppose that 
will come later, in due course Of time, but — the wpr line-up — after the 
Finland push and the Hitler tle-ub, I was alienated from any — well, I 
A 1ft' not want any tie-up with Communism or anything of that sort because 

5 (yTA v «V' f | J A^/'XfMr 
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L.*as T * h 1 ak^mue h of my- lilt e ras t In organize.' 

tions of this. typ* Jiat. haeiA ^ vai^^ Hitler and to 

Kussolipi, «\d so moat »f «y •***•* «h\p In arfwel, »iit| one was before tbs 
present crisis. I did belong to the League tot Peace and Democracy. 

^re yon at the present time a meaner of the American People’ e Mobiliza- 
tion, which vag formerly known as the American Peace Mobil! zatlon? 

.4. Wo. 

f 4. Hare you evT attended r>ny meetings of that organisation? 

A. No. 

<i. Hare you ever Bade any financial contributions? 

A. No^ Haver wae for any peaca Mobilisation after the war started. I an 
not talking about the American participation, I an talking about after 
Hitler went Into Poland. I hare never been an Isolationist or anything 
of that sort. 

, (<. MR. BROWS, are you at the present t|»e or have you ever been a member of 
/' the Communist Party? 

_A. Id. Never have been. 

Have you ever had any connections with the Communist Party In New Yor> 


Clty-f 




A. I never have. I have-mbioribed/ to . Katfi* aj\ different times. 

I did that fi. way baek when the New f aseaf 'was started/ I was a "teacher 
of literature la Virginia. I was very . int eras ted-^i still »m — In 
American culture and American literature and the currents of American 
thought. I was a teacher at a email schooT where there was no good 
library. I used to take all port* of mega sines . I wae right out of col- 
lege and I wae as interested as a person could be In a world with which 
I hadn’t had much contact. I used to take all the magazines — B he > - N at-lear ; SAB 
and, when the New Masses started, I took that. Since the New Masses I could 
started 1 have taken It occasionally . I have never been associated, 
however, with any of its political policies. 


A Lvr / 


A. You mentioned the publication, Hew HasSes . MR. BROWN, 
that to be & Communist publication? 


'o you consider 


I have felt that Its support of the Communist Party would make it s*e 
sympathetic. I .don’ tjcn ow aig _of its formal connections. I V ifcfc it 
Is sympathetic to the Communist Party. 
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p- KH. BROwr, do you recall haring spoken at any sooting a of organ! z^tl nV- n,j' 
la New York City which were sponsored by the Commvinist Party Y \ 

Communist 

A. No. I don’t know any sponsor shir, that the/fPart y has given to ny of this 
kind of thing. I hare spoken In Hew York City under all kinds of 
auspices. I have been teachi ng at Howard and I hare known of Howard’ s 
SAB sem 1 -rcliillonnhlp . with ..blie Jtoner&aenlT would not hay* 

an invitation taken if I had known It van qpansored- by« the - Comsraal st f nr ty 

to" speak "1 would hot hare taken it %f I had know^ it was gpousored by the 'o- 
cYal i * V' PSPty" or any of the other parties Qf that sort I have never 
Been tied up politically with any of those groups . I may hare spoken at 
group# that were saIA to hare been sponsored, but I never spoke at a 
group that T knev was sponsored or that it van told to me they sponsored. 

7 " ' <V t-= 

A. AK. BROWN, are you at the present tamo or hare you ever been a member 

of any organisation which you have reason to believe Is dominated by x 
the Communist Party or Its policies dlotn|ed by a foreign ^overnr^n ti /s 

A. I^haye belonged to ormnitntisas of... which thaf has been said, hint dur- I j ] 

lng my membership 1 never saw that. I never wo# a very active I member in j -», / 
the sense of knowing policies or seeing where they came from. 1 neon, 

I am not a voting, arguing ty-e of member. I hove been teaching and nmf 
not a good man for that sort of l.hing . I hare to groups that,' M 

according to the Dies investigation, were under such dictation as you 
mentioned. I dll not know that md I hare never seen any evidence of 
that. I belong to no such group now. I did belong to the League for 
SAB _ American Writers . tho >fc~my-~ et lbb s a th e b e otee . T~ haven’ t 

in that part ieipated/f or years . The League for America* Writers wat said by 

organization OIKS to be such an organisation. 1 here -never seen any evidence of it , 1 

but again I certainly did not search for that, and my contact was / 

slight. I have never been an active member in organisation? . yj j , }^rj\ 

•*. 1 have no further questions. Is there any further statement you care to 

make? tf/df ({»/ 


hy 

advocacy 
of peace 
was 

SAB 


SAB 

in that 


A. sell, another organization ftf that sort lathe casta thing as I have sal d -r SAB 
is the League for Peace and .Deaociacy, v/hlch I belonged to in Washington. 

The two causes were certainly cause a that I believed l q — a defense of 
peace_ aftd deaocya cyAefere the war started lit Xurepe . I t, wag on or- 
Itanlsatlon'^lwiElSillhe urinololes anueeAed and t gained . I am' hot — J 


1 was not a very active member of say 
inactivity as not being behind it \Jfc§. 
that ay time is crowded. I am teOCblh 
not a nan for meetings. It is much affi 
dollars out of me , and I let it go at 
belonged to. That, too, I under stand 
man DIES. I will state -that fer the r 


«jqr of these. I am not pleading rm&- my 
.. .. \JH ’» t h e pe ree a ' an d wort - er f L the fact 
ocbthf and am trying to wnie . ^ am 

ch mere easy to get two dollars or five > 
go at that, so that organisation I j 

stand, was under suspJrffion by Congress- J 
the record, ( I den* t know whether ypu^/'P 

(more my personality^' 
and ) . \ ^5 
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/asked mm any questions w ltj I h my y|'i|rsr belonged to any political 
/ Toarty. I think that politically I vott^l 1>s a Bow Deal democrat (I have 
/ never voted because I an a oitleen of Washington) . 1 have gotten. 1 

L-~suppose the reputa t ion as a radica l because of mjr position on the racT°" 
/r^m^tTer In jteeriCfiT^"and I rteflnf.t*ly believe tliat democratic rights and 
/ \ privileges should come to all people, regardless of race or religion, and 
my yritlng has frequently state%|llat . And in America when a Negro ^ ^ g 
\ states something of that sort he v is considers A radical. I mean J the assumed 
position of the He&ro should be perhaps more conservatively stated, -hut 
SA^K — --irain (sometimes) I have/stated it in Wf] vriflng. 1 «« perfectly willing 

for the things that ! bars written to be thoroughly investigated f h£yj$*$f 
I st *nd. I think that that wbuld b# i* Indication more than this/tneV- SAB 
bershlp/whioh , thought not accidental, it certainly not an important 
in ; thing in my life; but my books are available and I would be glad to give 
organizations the names of them. 

C t . I might ask this farther question, KB. EBONS; have you^/ver advocated 

change in the conet itutionol form ef government i y j \ ] (Vy\j ( ^ 

2"' : /V5f»„ nt { r t 

A. X am glad you asked that. There is nothing in my beliefs of sixbversion. « — . 

I was not surprised th be called down her*', but * was surprised at being 
tied up with subversive nc ti v i ties. 1 wVdld never advocate a chenge by 
violence in the American^ system . My eemplaints Of the treatment of the ^SAB 
Negro in America do not mean that there is any place where he is treated/better* 
b ed Ay . It is that within a denocrahh* framework he could be treated 
Vi/ better. In this crisis I wa all-*out for* it, and I think it Is tragically 

f silly for a person not to bf all-out for the victory of the TJnited^Xtatee. 

:& / , / ~Sy“ great hatred is for what Hitler wants and for what Mussolini w^nts. 

I an all-out behind this war. ^ believe that changes for the better 
will come. I have seen some of th em, end I believe that they will 
cone in our way of governm^at-^ I do not believe that those changes will 
come for the better by violent resist?. 1 ort . I think that they will come 
«a they are coming’ and as they have come . That is my position. 

, never Joined any organisation advocating the overthrow ef the American 
j Government and t woinlji^.ttpt - do it. T h? pre ‘t>een t ied ufe "With Organis e- , SAB 
/ " t ions that have been so alleged *! because of /<qp«pat hies with certain my 

, / things Ifial" they are doing, for instance, the matter of the race ia- 
fj / “urqpSiTity problem in the South and the matter of the Negro problem through- 
r, t / out the nation. Groups like that have come out for those causes and I 

/[A^ / have supported them in my own way, which has been a rather small way, 

, j but I think the cause* are important; But I have never advocated over- SAB 

l throw of the Government. It is « long answer to you r question, but I 
i \ wanted the record straight on that . f 


^ o you have anything further, MB. BR04HT 


A. I feel I can talk better with 


H ons . 


writing books. There i\ 


a whole lot that is pressing. "There ie a whole lot that’s on^my mind, 
and I don’t went to just lot it go, I would rather aaswsr questions 
about it that might give you some beuefiJiAor help or iaeight . v _3- 
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Q,. Well, I have no further questions, 
jeet I am Interested In. 


Relieve I have cover ad the suh 



I don't know whether my position is clear. Thl* will have to he taken 
for what It Is worth — hut I look upon myself as working within demo- 
cratic framework: for the Improvement of democracy in the ways where it 
means most to me. Since I am a Negro, I would he most interested in the 
welfare of my own people. Since no m^ny Hogroe* are poor, I would do 
ntereejted In such things as labor improvement, the sharecropper 

jfcc.; hut 1 think that those introvenuitB can he attained 1 nl .’unerlce 
a democracy, and I think, that thsy won't he attained If * don’t 


tioa, e| 
that ls| 
win thi 


« w°r, so I am for the winning this war. 


Q,. MR. 3K0WN, you may have tha opportunity* If yen wish, of reading a 
transcript of this interview and of signing If* If you wish. It i 
antirely within your discretion. 

A. I should lik<” to see the transcript, of course. 


b6 

b7C 



/s/ STERLING A. BROWN 


-CLOSED- 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


Highly confidential source from whom the active indices 
of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
were obtained. 


Highly confidential source from whom the active indices 
of the American Peace Mobilization were obtained. 


AD^ri 


Director dated September 25, 
Internal Security, C. 


in a letter to the 
1941, HE: STERLING A. BROWN, 


Public Relations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department. 


Confidential informant 
the Bureau. 


whose identity is known to 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 


Report of Special Agent 

a4 . w zf d ? ted April 1942, 
at Washington, D, c. 





EKTiDS 

100-43964-4 


April 30, 1942 



/ \ 


Honorsbla mi V. Molfutt 

FMivil dROtnitgr Agmy 
ffMhlnctfflii D. C« 

Kr dMT Mr. XoRuU* 

As you are aware, the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
has been specifically instructed By Congress to investigate any 
Government Employee who is the subject of a complaint coming 
within the purview of Public Law No. 135, 77th Congress, and to 
make a complete report of its findings to Congress. 

In compliance with this directive an investigation has 
been conducted with regard to the individual whose name is set 
out below and who is an employee of your department and I am 
transmitting herewith a copy of the following investigative report 
which reflects the results of this inquiry: 

MMVt of Aoaofel 

dMMl April 1, 

;D* ft*- fi mnmml ni SMd&Mt L iimha. 

1* iqplnytrt bgr th» Bohu 4 QMitlgr 
_ «* y«#rt.ngtont D* c* 


!J2 CLASSIFIED BlJ/ 

m ...A-it-ir*. 


Mr. fro l son 


Inasmuch as our final report to Congress must be complete 
in every respect I would appreciate receiving your official comment 


Mt.E, A. Tamm as to the ultimate disposition of this case either by exoneration, 


<*»• 

Mr. G lav in ^ ’ 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr . N i cholfi 

Mr . Rosen__ 1 ir 

Mr . Tracy 

Mr. Carson ^ 

Mr . Goff ey A 

'"WHOfiK 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr . Ho 1 1 oman 

Mr . MeGui re 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Mr. Nease 

Miss Gandy_ 


CUMIVIUNICATiONS SECTION 
MAILED 1 2 

iTA p R ;u) 1942 P.M. 

FEDER AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
l!. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE / 


Enclosure 


>r administrative action. 


Sincerely yours 








John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



THt AMMWTflATOft 


Dear Hr . Hoove 


We h 


Howard Univers 


Repo 

19 ** 


FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 


ilUG 12 194? 


ave Carefully reviewed the following reports re- 


garding alleged subversive activities of certai 


ity: 




GvkHf 


•~t of Special Agent 

> -'ashington, J. C., regarding 

w ^o is employed by Howard University, at — ' 

Washington, D. C. ' 

Report of Special A^ent 
at Washington, D. G., concerning 


n employees of the 
dated ‘He bruary 26, 


djated April 1, 1942, 


who is employed by the Federhl Security Agency 


that the above 


at Howard University, Washington, Dl G. 

dated April 16. 1942. 


Report of Special Agent 

at Washington, D. C,, concerning^ 
employed as an instructor at How5c^5j5v!rsrty7 

Repor t of Special Agent mm dated April 1, 
1942, at Washington, D. G . , concerning Sterling Allen 
browr .t who is employed by the Howard University at 
1/ifashington, D. C. 

Inasmuch as we find nothing in these i*eports showing 


they have been 
further action. 


employee has engaged in any activities which might 
properly be characterized subversive or disloyal to our Governmeht, 


exonerated and we are filing the 


Sincerely yours, 


Hr, John Hdgar 
Director, Feder 
Department of J 
Washington, D* 



assistant Adaini 


Hoover, 

al bureau of Investigation, 
us tic e. 


reports without 




mm** 




sfcrator 


IRU 
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SKIDS 

100-43964-5 


September ll f 1942 


Special Agent in Charge 

Wajhingtcai| EU C. 


Dear Sir: 


HE'-STERLIff O ALL EN BttOBI 
HOWARD UHITOSSSETX 
FEDERAL SKCtffim AGENCI 
INTERNAL SBaiHITT, HATCH ACT 


For your information and the completion of your files 
this is to advise that the above-mentioned government agency 
has advised the Bureau, after a review of the report submitted 
by your office, that no administrative action is being taken 
against the subject of this investigation., ^ ^ ) 



All INFORMATION 
HFREiN IS 


Very truly yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


V 


Min oaftdy 


i CONMUWCA 1 «0N$ SECTION 


! Vi 


.( j. 19 v 2 


■ |.tp£H/Vi SUREaU Of ISVESTiuATtOH 
il, §. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 


^ / 
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Jfrm 4118 
April 1943 


;ted states civil service commiHlon 

WASHINGTON, D. C. w 


* Mr. A. T. 


ISxMP 


’ Mr. Niciiolt. 


Date June 7, li«5«— 


f Mr. C«n**> 

The Commission desires to bring to your attention, the informatip$ r |u$- : 
mar i z ed b e 1 ow : } v. r . & iw«r 


IDENTIFYING DATA: Sterling A. Brown 

1222 Kearney Street, N. E. 
Washington, D. C. 

Professor, Howard University 
SUMMARY OE INFORMATION: J 


t Mr. N.v <• . 

i 

\ jss Ut pay.. 


Information has been received to the effect that the subject/! s alleged 
to have pro-Q^mmunist sympathies. It ha^oeen reported that hp/na.s been a 
member ofntene following organizationso^rmshington Comiitte A/Tor Deiaocratic 
Action, National,. Hoard for the League ok American Writers j^Kmorican League 
for Peace and Democracy; and the Washington Branch, American League for 
Peace and Democracy# It was also reported that he was a signer of a letter 
released by the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom 
and printed in thp^l)aily Worker on November 18, 1940 protesting the dis- 
missal of University of Michigan students for being “disturbing influences** 


ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION: 


' ’ l F?f INFORMATION CONTAINED 
.EIN iS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 97BY (PA RvCT/jSt. 


The Commission has made no investigation in the case of Mr* Brown* 


Very truly yours, 


UpaW. iMsTiryiMu, 

Wm. H. McMillen - s 
Chief 

Investigations Division 

Copies sent to the agencies checked: 

X Federal Bureau of Investigation i 7 

Military Intelligence Service i — 

Office of Naval Intelligence i 1 

/ WF.O^FT'-TiJ'"' v 'T‘0'E'KV" n J '^ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, GUY !:'■ 


DATE: June 22, I 9 I 48 


TEL, WASHINGTON FIELD 

■:d 


SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
LOYALTY OF GOVERNMEN T EMPLOYEES 



In connection with the Investigation of case entit led 

it Was noted 

that STERLING ALLEN FROWN is employed at Howard University as Professor of 
English. 

v y’ 

The Liidlsjes of Washington Field Office reflect that he was subject 
of Hatch Act investigation in April, I 9 I 42 . Confidential informants have ad- 
vised that G^FPL p'TG RROWN 1 R name appeared on active indices of Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action and American Peace Mobilization. 

On March JO, 19^8 Confidential Informant ~~|a dvised tha t STERLIN G 
BROWN is known to her as having bpen a member of the Communist Party I I 

have discussed the Communist Papty work with her on a number of occasions. 


The above information is being furnished the Bureau inasmuch as the 
indices of this office do not reflect that a loyalty case has been opened oh 
STERLING BROWN. I \ 


cc - 121-0 
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SECOR ITT HFGBMATIOB 


February 10, 1953 


STERLING BRCWI 
Born: Hay 1 , 1901 
Washington, D« C. 


’ ' * «• 
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fhivt la attached hereto an FBI 
report reflecting the reaulta of a security -typo Investigation 
conducted in 1942*' (100-43964) 

A check of this Bureau’s files conocming tbs 
captioned Individual, reflects that the FBI has usndustad no 
further investigation concerning Sterling however, 

during the course of other investigations , scuae in/ornuition 
has been received Indicating that he has been wjtltf in Cease* 
nlst front organisations sines that data* 

It is doted that the afo re - wsu tloned import reflects 
that Starling Brown was a jsestber of the Washington Bookshop, 
an organisation cited by tbs Attorney General an Conin g within 
the purview of Executive order 9835* *his Bureau’s files re- 
flect that Brown continued his activities as a amber and 
speaker of the Washington Bookshop through the year 1948* ^ 

An informant of known reliability advised that 
early in the fall of 1943# the Organising Ceemlttse of the 
Jefferson Sohool of Serial Se lance proposed that the institutlsn 
have a Board of Directors of thirty to forty members and an 
Executive Camel ttee of nine to twelve *e where* According to 
the Infcwnt the nans of Sterling Brown appeared on a panel 
of nance free which sons of the nenbers of the teerd would be 
drawn. 

She "Sew fork Age," a weekly publication, in the 
issue of January 26,1946, published an article requesting that 
Dr. Sterling Brown, lecturer at Vassar College and Professor 
of Paward University, was anong those who lectured at the 
IWmoc School of Social Science In eonaeetlon with that 
institution f e special course, "The Xegro In Anar lean Life," 
which began on January 17, 1946* ^CORhtH * f 

J * Aj i 4- / / „ 

. Original to State Department - Reason: Brown dea cribetk gts, 7 L r 
Request Received 12/23/52 v W US Special tNt ^ ana ri^Ht 

^ , ; r/)o Q*t^r /f> r 1 submitted by Educational 

^ ^ v ~ Exchange Service, 
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The Jefferson School of Social Science has boon 
sited by the Attorney General *s coming wlthiit the purview 

of Executive Or dor 9635 • (123-5971-14, pp 7 >&TV 

Aoeordtcg to an article appearing oil page eight of 
the January 16§ 1946 laaua of the "Dally Worker," an oaat 
ooaot Communist nawa paper. Starling Broun was among thoaa 
honored at a dinner sponsored "Haw Haases," a Cmaavinlat \ 
publication* Th^a dinner* whieh wee held at the Hotel 
Oofodore at Hew fork City, on January 14, 1946, was held to 
honor Xegro and White Americans for their attribution towards 
a demooratio America# (61-9182 Sub A) 

On M&reh 30, 1948, an Informant of known reliability 
advised that Sterling Brown was known to him as having been 
a member of the Ceumunlst Party and had dieeua sed with him the 
Coamunlst Party work on a number of ooeeslqos^l 


The foregoing Information is being fumiahed aa the 
result of your request for &n FBI fils oheok and Is not to be 
a oust rued as e clearance or a ndnole&r&nee* It Is for your 
confidential Information und la not to be disseminated outside 
of your agency • 
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SAC, Washington Plaid (101-1381) 


March 6, 1953 


Dirac tor, FBI (100-1+3964) 


STERLING ALL,"® BROWN 
SECURITX MATT UR - C I- 
LABOR- 1 ®) 'IRA L SECURITY 




lfy\ 


APPROPRIATIONS ACT Ofr 1953 




Reference Is made to Bureau letter dated March 3# 
1953# entitled* "Employees of Howard University, Washington, 

D* G • y Labor-Federal Security Appropriations Act of 1953*" 

Tiie above- captioned individual is reported to be 
presently employed at Howard University* It Is requested that 
a full security investigation be conducted in accordance 
with instructions set out in referenced letter* The resu^ta. 
of your investigation should reach the Bureau within twenty 
days after you receive this letter* You should prepare a 
detailed investigative report incorporating therein ell 
pertinent information regarding subject’s background and 
subversive activities, irrespective of whether the inf orrastlon 
has been included in previous reports. Information set 
forth should be caref ully paraphras ed _ _fco— or ot e c t the _ lden tl ty 
of all informants* The original source of the information 
Should b 0 obtained and Identified in aooordanee with current 
Bureau rules regarding documentation of evidence# 

M 

m ^ 

Upon completion of your investigation, the rdjjort* 
will be furnished to the Department for a prosecutive opinion. 

You should not present these cases to the Ufcited ftatea 

Attorney locally* rr 4=3 

w 

If, during your investigation, you find that th«b» 
subject is employed on a part-time basis and is employe# ff 
another Government position, you should Immediately a<hg.septhe 
Bureau * 


Attached for vour inf 

of the report of 8A| 

1950# at f*ew York, captioned 
Inquiry - state Department, Pub 
(Voice of America) •" 

qccqbDED- 12, // 


h Saw' 402*^1 

\ / / T2 .nil /-Wj( 


is one copy 
alatflbod oc tcbcr 2 $ , 
H Special 
aongreaa -a 


' ) I ! '’MAR 10 1953 Y" \ " fh 

T<fJ :m£a\\ V ' i_ . : v -S' •’■■■ / ..._J 137 

NOTS ON YELLOW: Brown subject of closed Internal Security- 

Hatch Act case, Washington Field office of origin. 


r 

i 
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It is to be noted that on pag* eight of thie 
report an Informant of known reliability Iwised that 
early in the Fall of 1943 the Organising Committee of the 
Jefferson School of Social Science propoeoa J that the 
Institution have a Board of Directors of thirty to forty 
members and an executive coomlttee of nine to twelve 
member#. According to the Informant, the name Sterling 
Brown appealed on a panel of name a from which some of 
the members of the board would be drawn* 

On page nine of this report It le to be noted 
that the January 26, 194&# ieeue of the ”Bew York Age” 
published an article reflecting that Dr* Sterling Brown# 
Lecturer at Vassar College and Professor of Howard 
University, was among those who leetured at the Jefferson 
School of Social Science In oonneotlon with that 
Institution’s special course, "The Xegro in Anmrloan 
Life,” which began on January 17# 19M>* 

According to an article appearing on page eight 
of the January 16, 194*># Issue of the ’’Dally Worker,” 
Sterling Brown wae among those honored at a dinner 
sponsored by "fifew Masses,” a Communist publication* This 
dinner which was held at the Hotel Commodore at tfew York 
City on January 14# 194&, was held to honor Hegro and 
white Amer leans for their contribution toward a Democratic 
America* 


By Wafhingfcori Field Office letter dated June 22# 
194P# the Bureau was advised that on Marsh 30# 194^# 
Confidential Informant! l&dvlsed that Sterling Brown 
le known to her as having been a member of the Communist 
Party and to have discussed trie Communist Party work with 
her on a nuaber of occasiona* 

Bureau files fail to reflect any additional infor- 
mation regarding this subject other than that already known 
to your office* 
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SECURITY IHFORHAYXOlf • 



January 30, 1953 


STERLIWO ALLS* BftQVB ^ b?c 

Born May 1, 1901 
Washington, D.C, 

( 1004i3961|) 

For information concerning tha mentioned individual 
yon ara referred to tha report of Special Agent _ 
dated April 1, 191*2, at Washington, D.G., concerning starling 
Allan Brown, who was at that time employed by Howard University 
at Washington, D*C» A copy of this raport was furnished the 
Federal Security Ageney on April 30, 191*2 • 

A check of this Bureau* s files concerning the captioned 
individual reflects that tha FBI hat conducted no further investi- 
gation concerning Starling Allan Brown, howaver, during the 
oouree of other Investigations , sons information has bean received 
indioating that he has bean active in Communist front organisations 
since that date. 

Xt la noted that the afore-mentioned report reflects 
that Sterling Brown was a member of tha Washington Bookshop, 
an organisation cited by tha Attorney General aa cowing within 
the purview of Executive Order 9&3£« This Bureau's files re- 
flect that Brown continued his aativltles as a member and speaker 
of the Washington Bookshop through the year 191*0* 

( 100-2Il699-80, 182 ; 100-31*8668-3, pg. 2 ) 

An informant of known reliability advised that early 
in the fall of 191*5* tha Organising Conwltteo of tha Jefferson 
School of Social Science proposed that the institution have a 
Board of Directors of thirty to forty mariberu and an Executive 
C omnl t tea of nine to twelve members* According to the informant 
tha mama of starting Brown a pp ea r ed on a penal of namea from 
which soam of Uii maadMirs of the board would be drawn* This 
Bureau* a files contain no information reflecting that Brown was 
appointed to this Board. The January 2b, 191*6 iaaue of the 
"Bern York Age, 11 a weakly publication, pub 11 elied an article 
reflecting that Dr. Sterling Brown, lecturer at Vaaaar College 
and Professor of Howard University, was •WSK those who lectured 
at tha Jefferson School of Social Science In eommeotion with that 
ins tltutl on* a special course, "The *egro_In Ameriasn Life,” which 
began on January 17# 191*6. ^ ^ ^ 

Original to ?3A , Howard [ Nai v e rs 1 1 y ,ty " ' *' *' 1 JA ^/; v/z-^W i" 

Request, received 1 - 18-53 " /60 - ; *s : - '' v t-» 

sMvmrx iima^ii^ ^cojgTOi . .... . 

lARf(H953 / tf.130 
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SECURITY INFORMATION -/ 


The Jefferson School of Social Science bee been 
cited by the Attorney General at coming within the purview 
of Executive order 9o3S>. (1-23-5971-14, pr s. 7, 8) 

According to an article appearing on page eight of 
the January 16, 1946 issue of the "Daily Worker," an east coast 
Communist newspaper. Sterling Brown was among those honored at a 
dinner sponsored by "New Masses," a Communist publication. This 
dinner, which was held at the Hotel Commodore at New York City 
on January 11;# 1946, was held to honor Negro and white Americans 
for their contribution towards a democratic America* 

1 in March ^ 30 , 194® » *n informant of known reliability 

advised that Sterling Brown was known to him as having been 

a member of the Coamunist Party 


, 1 ^^¥o^e~^lng information is being furnished as the 
result of your request for an FBI file check and is not to be 
construed as a clearance or a nonclearance. It is for your 
confidential information and is not to be disseminated outside 
of your agency. 


S 1?CUR I T Y TNFQR MAT J.Q N * • 0 0 NIT P ENTTAl i 


Miss Gandy 
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AIK TEL 


WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK PROM WASH FIELD 


3-23-53 


Mr, 

I Mr! H •: ■ n 

I Sir. G^avly. — 

I Tde. Ido ^ 

I Sir. Eviio...,.a ! 


DIRECTOR AND SAC DEFERRED i 1 h 

£3 - l_ 

STERLING ALLEN BROWN, SM-C; LAB OR -FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT OF 1953. BUFILE 100-43964. REBULET 3-6-LAST INITIATING FULL/ 
SECURITY INVESTIGATION, BUDED FOR INFORMATION NY,/^ 

INVESTIGATION BASED ON FACT SUBJECT T PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH, HOWARD 
UNIVERSITY, WASH. D.C. RECEIVES FUNDS UNDER FSA ACT OF 1953 AN.D~_^ 
THERE IS INFORMATION AVAILABLE INDICATING RECORD OF COMMUNIST- JX 
FRONT AFFILIATIONS ON PART OF SUBJECT., BACKGROUND: NEGRO, BORN b ' 
5-1-01, WASH., D.C. , ATTENDED WILLIAMS COLLEGE 1918-22, HARVARD 
UNIV. 1922-23, 1931-32. EMPLOYED VIRGINIA SEMINARY AND COLLEGE 
1923-26, LINCOLN UNIV., JEFFERSON CITY, MO* 1926-28, FISK UNIV., 
1928-29, HOWARD UNIV. SINCE 1929 ( SABATTICAL LEAVES 1931-32, 
1937-38), VISITING PROFESSOR, ATLANTA UNIV., SUMMER SESSIONS 

1934-37, VISITING PROFESSOR, VASSOR COLLEGE, N.Y., SEPT. TO - >v 

DEC., 1945-4-6,47, EDITOR ON NEGRO AFFAIRS, FEDERAL WRITERS 
PROJECT, WPA , 1936-37* RECIPIENT GUGGENHEIM FELLOWSHIP 1937-38. 
FORMER WF INFORMANT OF KNOWN UNRELIABILITY, ADVISED IN 


FORMER WF INFORMANT OF KNOWN UNRELIABILITY, ADVISED IN 

1941 THAT SUBJECT IS CP MEMBER WORKING DIRECTLY OUT OF NY NATIONAL 

V /\ 

CP OFFICE. UPON CURRENT RECONTACT CLAIMS DID NOT MAKE SUCH- 


CP OFFICE. UPON CURRENT RECONTACT CLAIMS DID NOT MAKE SUC 

STATEMENT AND IF HE DID IT WAS UNTRUE • REBULET REFERRED TO REP 


SFp :FCP 


mn 1953 




1 10-25 -56 NX, 

^ MM " /oo- n n u 1 

II 


VOA”, 


COPIES DESTROYED 




PAGE TWO 




b6 

b7C 


NY 123-3941 WHEREIN SEVERAL REFERENCES MADE TO ONE STERLING 
BROWN, LIBRARY OP CONGRESS RECORDS REVEAL EXISTENCE OF STERLING 



BELIEVED SO Mi': REFERENCES TO STERLING BROWN IN NY REPORT REFER 

TO SUBJECT WHILE OTHERS TO THE STERLING BROWN Of* NCCJ. NY REQUESTED 
ON BASIS ABOVE BACKGROUND, REPORT INFORMATION ITS FILES IDENTIFIABLE 
WITH SUBJECT IN A CURRENT REPORT, SUITABLE 'FOR DISSEMINATION, UNDER 
CHARACTER INDICATED ABOVE. IN ADDITION TO REFERENCES IN REREP RE 

REFER REP SA | [ 12-10-41 , NYC, M LEAGUE OF AMERICAN 

WRITERS, IS-C”, NY 100-11720 PAGE 105 LISTS STERLING BROWN, 1222 
KEARNY ST., NE, D.C. AS MEMBER. NOTE THIS HAS BEEN SUBJECTS 
RESIDENCE SINCE THIRTIES. TN HA TCH AqT TNTERVTEW SUBJECT 

ADMITTED HAVING BELONGED TO LEA GUP 1 . OF AMERICAN' WRITERS. INCLUDE 
IN YOUR REP RESULTS OF CHECK WITH A^oMffc® INFORMANTS, SOURCES 
AND AGENCIES. WFO ORIGIN. 

i 

"V y/EW ' 

HOOD 










D«OKM NO. 64 



Officf Memorandum • united states government 




SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-4396) 
SAC, New York (100-113603) 

t 

STERLING ALLEN BROWN 
SM - CJ LABOR - FEDERAL 
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT OF 1953 


DATE: 3/30/53 


Re rep of SA 
at New York City* 


dated March 30, 1953* 


Information contained in the following report has 
not been included in referenced report inasmuch as it was not 
known by the New York Office if the information had been pre- 
viously reported by the office of origin. 

Li 

Refer ence is made to the sub jeotrdtrr~report of SA 

| dated April 15, 194 6, Washington, D. C., 
entitled | I Es pionage - R, pn page 69*. \, 

and in the report of SA | I dated August 14* 1947* ^ 

at Washington, D. C., entitled | Internal 

Security - R. 

SA ascertained that the files of 

the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, New York City 
Police Department, contained information which reflects that 
one STERLING BROWN is referred to in the Dies Obmmittee Index, 
Appendex 9. This information has not been incorporated into 
referenced report inasmuch as it was felt by the New York Office 
that this information may have previously been reported by 
the office of origin. 

It is to be noted that investigat ion at Vassar 
f Cbllege, Poughkeepsie. New York, reflects thatl I 

i I 

a Socialist and "rabid anti -Communist,” whose 
last known address was in care of the Department of History, 
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. Nn 1 ead has been set out 
for the Portland Division to interview | | inasmuch as the 

1 Bureau deadline was indicated to be March 29, 1953 * and It was 
not known by t^he Npw York Office whether the office of origin 
desired to have ihk above named Individual interviewed for 
information concerning the subject. 


»IES DESTROYED^. * RECORD! 

(6) Encs. . VNv' 

1 - Washington Field -(3 Encs.) 


1 is 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 100-113603 


It is also to be noted that the subjects record 
at New York University, New York City, reflects that he was 
employed at the University of Minnesota, asva Visiting Professor 
in the summer of 194-6. By the same reason as set forth above 
no lead has been set out to have this employment verified. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. l 

This case originated at 

REPORT MADE AT 

HEW YORK 


WASHINGOWPlfoD 

DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE I REPORT MADE BY 

MADE ! | 

3/30/53 3/26,27/53 


^ /X 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


STERLING ALLEN BROWN 

— — 


SECURITY MATTER - C; 

LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 195: 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

/.) ^ V (V 

) Aliy- 


s' 


DETAILS 


, j (r tfV 1 1 
ACTS: Sr* i 

/> i v. ,v * //Subject employed Vassar College ■ / 

. f ,hn 1945 # 1945, and 1947; New York Uni- J&kpk 
versity September, 1938 # to September, ' 

1941 1 and also during summer 1949 and 
1950- Reliable informants report ^ 
subject member of or affiliated with 
several Communist Party front groups* 


' RUC ‘ 1 , • . . .ii 

TREQ. r r -’ i ''. ' >*■ 

BACKGROUND i; ^v .^,1‘OL- , * 


Criminal 


\p " SA ascertained on March 27, 1953# 

' that the Poughkeepsie, New York, Pol^c<^Depar.1ment , contained 
no record for the subject* o %g jMisPZt (v- jJsJLf r7 

^ < ^ " ' Employment REP 'a Jr^ 


\ | advised SA| | 

on March 27, 1953# that the records for the subject 
reflect that he was employed as a Visiting Professor of 
English at Vassar College for the first semester of the 
school year in 1945# 1948 and 1947* She further advised that 
the first seme ster started in September and ended in January* 
| ad vised that the subjects records reflect 
that additional employment was indicated to be as a Visiting 

*7o^£a D SPEC, ^ 7 ^-^ ^ NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

A .. <4 Hi. U ..J/OT^KD 


SPECIAL AGENT 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


6 - Bureau (100-43984) 

3 - Washington Field 
2 - New York (100-113603) 

COPIES destroyed ;l , */ 


I APR 1 1 


PROPERTY OF FBI- THIS CONFIDENTIAL REF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 1 


[DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


☆ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE I952--O-2106I6 
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NY 100-113603 

Professor at the New York University in 1939 and 194-0 • In 
addition the records reflect that subject received a Rosewald 
Fellowship in the summer and fall of 1952* 


advised the writer on March 27# 1953# that subject was employed 
at the New York University as an instructor in General Educa- 
tion from September 1, 193&# to September 1, 1939; from 
September, 1939# to September. 19)il. .was employed as a 

lecturer of education. | |further advised that 

the records further reflect that the subject left the University 
in September, 1941# and returned for the summer sessions of 
1949 and 1950 as a Visiting Professor of Education* 


According to 


previous additional 


O I I JT 

employment for the subject was Indicated to be as a Visiting 
Professor at the University of Minnesota in the summer of 
1946. 


Residence 

1 previously mentioned, 
advised that the subject’s records reflect that his home 
address was 1222 Kearny Street, N. E* , Washington, D. C., 
and that he resided on the campus at Vassar College during 
his employment there in 1945# 1946 and 1947 «■ 


previously mentioned, advised 
that the records or iMew xorK; university reflect that the 
subject’s home address was 1222 Kearny Street, N. E«, Wash- 
ington, D* C. She further advised that no local address was 
indicated for the subject during his employment at New fork 
University* 

AFFILIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

Communist Party Fronts 

American League for Peace and Democracy 

The American League for Peace and Democracy 
has been cited by the Attorney General as coming within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835* 


- 2 - 
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NY 100-113603 


The Report of a hearing before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 
76 th Congress, on page $50 8, reflects that one STERLING BROWN 
was Vice Chairman of the American League for Peace and* 
Democracy in September, 1939. ' % 

Jefferson School of Social Science 

The Jefferson School of Sac ial Science nas been 
cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview 
of Executive Order 9635* 

Confidential Informant of known reliabil- 

ity, advised on October 16, 1943 that one STERLING BROWN was 
being considered as a member- Qf the Board of Directors for 
the Jefferson School of Social Science i n . 1$43 • 


The "New York Age", issue of; January 26, 1946 , 
published an article indicating that one Dr* STERLING BROWN, 
lecturer at Vassar College and Professor at 'Howard Uni vers i ty , 
conducted a special class at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science on "The Negro in American Life” which began January 
17, 1946. 'n 

The "New York Age n is ‘’characterised by the 
"Worker”, an East Coast Communist Sunday newspaper, issue 
of October 16, 1949* Section 1, page column 1, as an 
"influential Harlem weekly publication". 

SA ascertained on March 27 , 1933 

that the files of the Bureau of Special Services and Investi- 
gation, New York City Police Department, reflect that the 
name STERLING BROWN appeared on the faculty li-st of the 
Jefferson School of Social Science in 194&* 

League for American Writers V 

The League for American Writers has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9635* 


- 3 - 
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| previously mentioned, advised 

that the subject’s record at the New York University reflects 
that the subject stated on an application dated August 30, 

1939, that he was a member or the League for American Writers* 

Confidential Informant ! | of known reliability, 
advised in 1 9lpl that STERLING^BROWN of 1222 Kearny Street, 

N. E., Washington, D. G*, was a member of the League of American 
Writers* 

A 191+0 letterhead of the League of American Writers 
Inc*, 38 I lpth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name of one 
STERLING BROWN as being one of the National Board members* 

The Fourth Report of Un-American Activities in 
California in 1948 on Communist Front Organizations, page 274* 
reflects that one STERLING BROWN had been affiliated with the 
League for American Writers and its congresses* 

National Negro Congress 

The National Negro Congress has been cited by 
the Attorney General as coming within purview of Executive 
Order 9835* 

SA ascertained that the files 

of the Bureau of Special Services and Investigation, New 
York City Police-Department^ ref lect that STERLING SHOWN, a 
Professor at Yassar College who was from Washington, D. C . , 
was a sponsor of the National Xgro Congress in 1943* 

New Masses __ \ 

"New Masses" has Ipeen by the Attorney \ 

General as a "Communist periodical." 

X / 

In the January 26, 1946 > issue of the "People’s 
Voice," page 5,\COlumn 5, thjef’e a picture of STERLING 
BROWN who is descrUoedr-asXeing a Professor at Howard Univer- 
sity and on the professional staff of Vassar College. The 
article reflects that the subject received an award for poetry 
from the "New Masses" as being an outstanding American* 

In the December 29, 1944 > issue of the "People’s 
Voice," page S> It is indicated that one STERLING BROWN 
would attend a dinner which was to be held on January 15, 1946, 


- 4 - 
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in the Hotel Commodore, Hew York City, under the auspices of 
”N.ew Masses” to honor Negroes and white Americans for their 
contributions towand an America of peace. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

A 191f3 letterhead of the Book IJnton, Incorpor- 
ated, 38 I Fourth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name of one 
STERLING BRCY7N as being one of the Advisory Council. 

The Book Union has been cited by the Special. 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report of March 29, 1944 > 
page 9.6, as being distributors of Communist literature./-^ 


Confidenti al informant 1 | of known reliability, 

± sedl Ithat "one" STERLING BRQWNl~ 


lor JAQ.UES ROUMAIN, recently deceased Haitian Negro . 

poet ana ardent Communist. 

..Confidential Informant] | of known reliabil- 
ity, advised that the Association of uemocratique Haitienne 
and Friends of JAQUES'ROUMAIN was completely controlled by 
the Communist Party. 

SA ascertained on March 27, 

19^3* that the files , of the Bureau of Special Services and _ _____ 

Investigation, New York City Poll ce Department , reflect that 
the subject was listed as honorary Chairman of a banquet to be 
held at the Essex House on February 23, 1951., ■ in honor of 
W. Ew B. puBOIS. 


Confidential Informant I 
ity, has described DuBOIS as a conceale 


J of known reliabil- 
oramuni s t • 


Confidential Informant* of unknown reliabil* 

ity, bu t who has furnished reliable information in the oast, 
advisedT 
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Communist tendencies on the part of the subject and as a 
matter of fact he has on occasion heard the subject express nis 
diss atisfaction of PAUL ROBESON and ROBESON, * 1 $ activities. 

further stated that the person who would know more about 
L TTTe subject’s activities during the time hel‘ was at Vassar 


~l He stated that^it was his 

opinion that would not have associated with the sub- 

ject if the subject had shown any Communist tendencies at 
all. 

i 

Confidential Informant! mentioned pre- 

viously, advised in June of 1930 that ,PAUL ROBESON" was known 
to him as a concealed Communist in the years prior to 1945* 

flnnf 1 dent.1 a,l Informants ! 1 

[ all of known reliability, ad- 

vised on March 26, 1933 > that the subject was unknown to 
them* 


-RUG- 





; ft* 

4 ' - 

j 

4ft 


HY 100-1X3603 



b2 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

PAGE 
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INFORMANTS 




Date of 




Activity 

and/or 




Identity of Description of 

Date 

Agent t;o 

File Number 

Source Information 

Received 

Whom Furnished 

Where Located 



100-59518-250 


Instant 

Report 


Instant 

Report 



* 


NT 100-113603 


INFORMANTS (Cont » d# 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont«d#) 


Identity 
of • 
Source 



NY 694-S 



Date of Activity Agent to 

and/or Description Date Whom 

pf Information Reo’d* Furnished 


Negative 





BUDENZ, a 
CP functionary 
until 10/19W 


Used to document W. B. DuBOIS, 


Used to document PAUL ROBESON. 


:SCELLANEOUS 


Six copies of this report have been designated for 
the Bureau inasmuch as referenced &irtel reflects that this report 
may be disseminated# - "> ' /uv 
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b7C 

The Report of a hearing before the House Com- b7D 
mittee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 

76 th Congress, on page 5508, reflects that one STERLING BROWN 
was Executive Secretary of the American League for Peace and 
Democracy in September, 1939* 


Jefferson School of Social Science 

The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
cited by the Attorney General as coming within the purview 
of Executive Order 9o35» 

Confidential Informant I I of known reliabi- 
lity, advised on October 16, 1943* that one STERLING BROWN was 
being considered as a member of the Board of Directors for 
the Jefferson School of Social Science in 1943* 

The "New York Age", issue of January 26, 1946* 
published an article indicating that one Dr» STERLING BROWN, 
lecturer at Vassar College and Professor at Howard University, 
conducted a special class at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science on "The Negro in American Life" which began January 
17, 19i|6. 


The "New York Age" is characterized by the 
"Worker," an East Coast Communist Sunday newspaper, issue 
of October 16, 1949, Section 1, page 5>\ column 1, as an 
"influential Harlem weekly publication*'\ 


SA 


ascertained on March 27 > 1953> 


that the files of the Bureau of Special Services and Investi- 
gation, New York City Police Department, reflect that the 
name STERLING BROWN appeared on the faculty list of the 
Jefferson School' of Social Science in 1946* \ 


League for American Writers 


The League for American Writers has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 9835* 
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